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2018 NYSAC Fall Seminar     
Standing Committee on Agriculture & Rural Affairs 
Resolution #1 
 
Resolution Calling on the State to Support the Dairy Industry by Developing 

a Statewide Supplemental Price Support System to Address Price 
Fluctuations in Fluid Milk 

 
WHEREAS, currently there is a crisis gripping New York State’s dairy farmers. The 
overabundance of milk, flagging demand, dramatically lower prices, higher operating 
costs, and unfavorable weather conditions have negatively impacted the economic 
viability for dairy farmers across the state; and  
 
WHEREAS, dairy farming is recognized as the leading agriculture industry in New 
York State. This industry is a significant part of our local, county, and state economies 
and makes a very substantial contribution to our rural communities; and  
 
WHEREAS, in recent years, there has been robust milk production in New York with a 
52-month period of year-over-year growth, yet commercial sales and consumption of 
fluid milk has decreased about 20% over a 17-year period, including a 10% reduction 
since 2011; and 
 
WHEREAS, while there has been growth in dairy products, such as yogurt, and in 
lower-value storable milk commodities, such as dried milk, production of these products 
has not led to stable milk prices; and  
 
WHEREAS, milk prices are heavily influenced by national and global factors, which 
are disrupted by shifting trade agreements and changing international dynamics, such 
as the removal of European production quotas for overseas dairy farmers; and  
 
WHEREAS, farmers receive a price for milk sales set after production, which is 
regulated by a complex federal milk order, and are vulnerable to receiving prices below 
the cost of production that threaten the sustainability of our dairy industry; and  
 
WHEREAS, the price stability for milk production is highly erratic and unpredictable. 
It is estimated that 2016 earnings for New York dairy farmers from milk sales are just 
one-third of that of 2013 and today’s prices are similar to those received in 1985; and  
 
WHEREAS, the mental challenges to dairy farmers and farm families, along with other 
factors, such as hazardous working conditions, fluctuating labor needs, and 
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unpredictable weather conditions, exacerbate the crisis for humans involved in this 
industry. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, the New York State Association of 
Counties (NYSAC) hereby calls on the State to support the development of a state-
sponsored New York price supplemental program or margin protection program that 
addresses low milk prices for our dairy farmers when the cost of production exceeds the 
income from sales; and  
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the State should identify a dedicated funding 
source for this program; and 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that NYSAC is committed to educating local, county, 
state and federal governmental officials of the issues facing our dairy industry and seek 
their engagement in becoming part of the solution; and 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that copies of this resolution be sent to the counties 
of New York State encouraging member counties to enact similar resolutions; and 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that NYSAC shall forward copies of this resolution to 
Governor Andrew M. Cuomo, the New York State Legislature, and all others deemed 
necessary and proper. 

  



18 
 

2018 NYSAC Fall Seminar    
Standing Committee on Agriculture & Rural Affairs 
Resolution #2 

 
Resolution to Promote Consumption of Whole Milk and Flavored Milk in 

New York State School Breakfast, Lunch, and Afterschool Snack Programs 

 
WHEREAS, according to the National School Lunch Program, “Fluid whole milk is an 
important component in an adequate diet, being one of the most important sources of 
calcium, and contributing substantially to the protein and vitamin A content of a meal;” 
and  
 
WHEREAS, milk is the best source of nine essential vitamins and minerals in 
children’s diets, and when its consumption drops, the overall nutritional intake of 
America’s youth is jeopardized; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Healthy, Hunger-Free Kids Act of 2010 required the USDA to update 
federal nutrition standards for schools including restricting schools to offer only fat-free 
or 1% milk; and  
 
WHEREAS, according to USDA statistics, student lunch participation has decreased in 
49 states under the 2010 standards and, in just the first two years after low-fat flavored 
milk was removed from the school lunch program, 1.1 million fewer school students 
drank milk with their lunch; and 
 
WHEREAS, strict limits on calories, fat, sugar, carbohydrates, sodium and other 
aspects of the federal school lunch regulations for schools participating in the free and 
reduced lunch program has increased cafeteria costs at the same time as a drastic drop 
has occurred in the number of participating students; and  
 
WHEREAS, the School Milk Nutrition Act of 2017 looks to reverse this trend and allow 
schools to offer low-fat and fat-free milk, including flavored milk with no more than 150 
calories per 8-ounce serving, to participants in the federal school lunch and breakfast 
programs and allows individual schools and school districts to determine which milkfat 
varieties to offer their students; and 
 
WHEREAS, according to U.S. Secretary of Agriculture Sonny Perdue, milk is a key 
component of school meals, meaning schools must have more options for students who 
select milk as part of their lunch or breakfast; and  
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WHEREAS, Secretary Perdue has directed the USDA to begin the regulatory process 
for schools to serve one percent flavored milk through the school meals programs; and  
 
WHEREAS, increasing milk consumption through the National School Lunch Program 
is not only beneficial to our youth but also supportive of our state’s dairy industry; and  
 
WHEREAS, NYSAC recognizes the importance of its leadership role at the county level 
and influence of state government and commits to assist in formulating policy that 
address our societal issues. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED the New York State Association of 
Counties (NYSAC) supports legislation that promotes milk consumption in our schools; 
and  
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that NYSAC supports the elimination of restrictive 
policies at the state and federal level that unduly discourage the consumption of milk in 
our school lunch program; and 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that copies of this resolution be sent to the counties 
of New York State encouraging member counties to enact similar resolutions; and 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that NYSAC shall forward copies of this resolution to 
Governor Andrew M. Cuomo, the New York State Legislature, and all others deemed 
necessary and proper. 
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2018 NYSAC Fall Seminar     
Standing Committee on Agriculture & Rural Affairs 
Resolution #3 
 

A Resolution Calling for Increased State Support for Cornell Cooperative 
Extension County Associations in the State of New York 

WHEREAS, Cornell Cooperative Extension (CCE) is a formal collaboration between 
the National Institute of Food and Agriculture at USDA, New York State, county 
governments, and the citizens of New York State that has served to apply unbiased, 
research-based knowledge from Cornell, New York’s Land Grant University, to the 
needs of New Yorkers and their communities for over 100 years; and 

WHEREAS, local CCE educators are key community partners in helping to implement 
state initiatives, including: maximizing agriculture and local food systems; 
strengthening the economy; promoting healthier eating habits and access to good 
nutrition; fighting poverty, particularly in rural areas; protecting water quality and 
stewardship of New York’s natural resources; building opportunity through STEM-
based youth education and leadership skills in 4-H; promoting renewable energy 
options while protecting farmland resources; and partnering where appropriate in Taste 
NY initiatives to promote tourism and local food and farm businesses; and 

WHEREAS, support from federal, state and county sources is essential to the 
continued success of locally-governed county cooperative extension associations; and 

WHEREAS, state appropriations for county cooperative extension associations to 
match county government appropriations as authorized by Section 224.8 of the County 
Law have remained stagnant for eighteen years; and  

WHEREAS, state funding is needed to ensure that the Cornell Cooperative Extension 
system can equitably work for all New York residents through increased resources to 
support rural, suburban, and urban community development needs. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, the New York State Association of 
Counties (NYSAC) supports increasing the state appropriation for Cornell Cooperative 
Extension associations to $8 million, with such funds to be distributed directly to the 
associations through Cornell University as agent for the state as provided by law; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that copies of this resolution be sent to the counties 
of New York State encouraging member counties to enact similar resolutions; and 
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BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that NYSAC shall forward copies of this resolution to 
Governor Andrew M. Cuomo, the New York State Legislature, and all others deemed 
necessary and proper. 
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